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Mercedes Cervantez Memorial
Morning Star Rising College Scholarship

Historical Background
Morning Star Rising Youth Empowerment Program was founded in August 2000 by Tamara Sbelgio and Dinah Sbelgio Kinard at Fulmore Middle School in Austin, TX.  Since then, the mission of Morning Star Rising has been to provide a structure combining original curriculum with community-based experience that will support adolescent girls in making personally healthy and pro-social decisions. This mission is guided by the vision that each girl will achieve greater self-knowledge and self-respect by becoming aware of her own potential to be an important member of her community in a way that is satisfying to herself and of benefit to others.
The program structure includes after-school meetings at the middle school, weekend and afternoon field trips, personal mentors, community service projects, career exploration opportunities, and a summer book club.  Support and guidance are maintained as much as possible with the Morning Star Rising alumnae throughout the high school years.  

Beginning in 2005, alumnae are entering college and the work world.  Over 200 young women have participated in the program so far.  Therefore, in January 2006, Morning Star Rising has added the goal of providing a college scholarship program for its alumnae.  (See below for criteria.)
In June of 2005, Mercedes Cervantez, a Morning Star Rising alumna who had completed the 8th grade just days before, died tragically in a bicycle/truck accident.  Mercedes was a spirited and intelligent young woman with an unlimited potential to set and achieve ambitious goals.  Her death was a profound loss to her family and to her friends, many of whom are alumnae of Morning Star Rising.  

Therefore, with love and remembrance, we dedicate this memorial to one of our sisters who had tremendous potential. In her memory, Morning Star Rising expands its mission of empowering young women to include the awarding of financial assistance for alumnae attending college, university, or junior/community college.  
Complete applications are due by April 25, 2012.

