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Morning Star Rising College Scholarship

Application and Selection Process
Consistent with our goal of providing financial assistance to the alumnae of Morning Star Rising who intend to further their education at a college, university, or junior/community college, the following process will be followed.

General Guidelines

1. Any student who has participated consistently in the Morning Star Rising Project for at least one full academic year, who demonstrates financial need, and who intends to attend  college, university, or junior/community college will be considered eligible for the scholarship.

2. The actual award will be made upon receipt of documented proof of a student’s enrollment in an approved institution.

3. Disbursement will be made directly to the institution for payment of fees and/or to the student for payment of documented education expenses.

4. In some circumstances, personal interviews will be conducted to assist the committee in the selection of award recipients.

Selection Criteria

A. The following criteria will be considered when evaluating each application.  
 1.  Financial need (based on family income)

 2.  High school curriculum level of rigor

 3.  High school academic performance
 3.  Honors, awards, and academic competitions

 4.  Extra-curricular activities, community service, work experience
5. Recommendations (2) from principals, teachers, and                   community leaders. (See the Recommendation Form included with this material.  Failure to follow the required recommendation process explained below will invalidate your application.)
B. Each of the criteria will be evaluated on a ten-point scale, with en being the highest value.
1. Financial need will be valued at ten points when family income is at or below the poverty level.

2. A high school curriculum which includes honors or AP classes

and advanced level and/or rigorous electives will be valued at                    ten points.
3. A high school grade point average of 3.5 or above on a 4.0 scale will be evaluated at ten points.

4. Extra-curricular activities, community service, and work experience will be valued at ten points when the involvement is extensive and/or long-term, or when several of the criteria are present. Ongoing family/domestic responsibilities will be evaluated as work experience.
5. The total of the two recommendations will be valued at ten points when evaluations are high for qualities of integrity, tenacity, responsibility, foresight, and independence.
Required recommendation process:  each of the two recommendation forms must be sealed separate envelopes by each of the evaluators with his or her signature across the back and extending across the seal.  The sealed envelope may be then included with the rest of the application documents and mailed in by the applicant or they may be mailed in separately by the evaluator.

C. The Selection Committee will determine the exact amount of the scholarship award based on the recipient’s financial need, the amount of funds available, and the number of awards made.
All application materials (completed application form, high school transcript, and two recommendations) must be submitted by April 25th.  The address for submission is at the bottom of the application form.
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“Providing guidance and support since 2000”








